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'ALL YOUNG MEN’S EXEMPTION.
- _TO BE CANCELLED.

* THE B2 AND, C2 MEX.

The Secretary of the War Office makes the |
following announcement :— Sl
In accordance with the decision of the War

Cabinet, and following upon the instructions
of the Director-Geeral of National ‘Service
that “Government Departments are to camcel
forthwith all exemptions granted to young
men of from 18 to 22 years of age passed|ior
general service, the War Office has ordered
the immediate call of those men to the col-|
~ours. Instructions have been issited to reerhit.-
ing -officers that men of 18, 19, 20, 21, and.
22 passed for general service, and employed !
in Government establishments or by control-
led ad badged firms, are to be called up [for
service at once. The Order affects Govern-
ment servants of all kinds, including police-
men, firemen, teachers, men in the cupioy-

ment of local authorities, Post Office servants,

Customs and Excise employees, and the Civil |

Service -generally. It does not apply to men |

engaged in agriculture, steel ~production, |

mines, quarries, railway shops, transport

work, or shipyards, or to men in the occup-

ations covered by the trade card scheme.  In

the cases of men of the ages mentioned above

who held Tribunal exemptions, with the ex-

ception of those in certified occupations, re-

~ views are - to be applied for immediatély.

All War Office exemptions and recruiting

officer’s exemptions for the men mentioned

have been cancelled. with the exception of a

few relating to students serving in Officers’

Training Corps who are undergoing training
- for commissions in the force, and others un- Stonehaven Journal 1
der instruction in schools of wireless tele- March 1917

graphy. ,

G
cts all

o SCOTTISH TEACHERS. il neighbours.”?
Lot 5 .

A and Bl MEN CALLED UP. g0 el : gz il;gllii;o»mm'y ,

. ed military ages
ort himself at the |
office in' his neiga-

The following circular has been issued from
the Scottish Office to local Tibunals and ap-
peal Tribunals with regard to teachers, stu-
dents, and educational officials in Scotland.
Except for slight differences in date and age
limit, it is identical with that issued by the
English Board of Education. . The following
is the notice:— RN i

By agreement with the Army Council, the ; et s 1ble Lrelimin.
Scotch Education Department have hitherto Vi It would
arranged for the exemption of certain teach- . et

o nothing, |

ers, students, and officials of educational es-
tablishments coming under their supervision,
whom they considered should not for the time
be taken from their civil employment. On
and after the 2Ist inst. all exemptions of
this kind granted to men in medical Category
A, or to men under 31 years of age in medi-
cal Category Bl, will be withdrawn. Men not
examined by a Medical Board must be regar-
ded as in Category A.

If an application for exemption is made by
or in respect of a man whose exemption is
withdrawn under the above arrangement, it
is desired that it shall be dealt with as speed-
ily is possible, on its merits, in the same way
as an ordinary application under regulations
or instructions as the case may be, providegd
that the application is made within 2 weeks Stonehaven Journal 3 June 1915
after the 21st inst., if the man is unattested;
or if he is attested, within seven days of “the
date on which the notice calling him up for
service is issued. .

As previously pointed out. exemption to
men classed as A or Bl is justified gnly i(§
there are exceptionally strong grounds, and/

i i conmoction attntion may be specially Stonehaven Journal 22
drawn to the statement R 114 issued on the February 1917
20th ultimo.

Objection and Exemption
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BOYS OF 18 CALLED UP.

TO BE EMPLOYED FOR ONE
YEAR ON HOME DEFENCE.

The . Secretary of the War Office makes the
following ‘announcement:— : i
The War Cabinedl has instructed the Bec-
retary for ‘War to call up for military
service all lads as and when they attain
the age of 18 years, instead of as, at pre-
sent 18 years and seven months. The nec-
essary proclamation will be issued immed-
iately. n
It is not to be understood that this im-
plies any departure from the present arran-
gements, whereby no man is sent overseas
until he has attained the age of 19 years.
There is no present intention to depart from
ths existing arrangements or to modify the
existing orders.on the point. The decision
is to call up all lads as and when they at-
tain the age of 18 years,.to train them and
to employ them in home defence. until they
reach the age of 19. By doing this it - will
be possible to reduce the requirements for
men of more mature years, who are fit only
for one or other of the lower medical cate-

gories. All lads born in 1898, and in Jan- -

uary, 1899, who are still in civil life, may re-
port at once to the recruiting office in which

they are registered. In any case they P'\\'ﬂl‘

be required to report in accordance with the
proclamation which is about to be issued,
subject always to the regulations under the

Military Service Acts, 1916, or the instruct-

ions relating to attested men, as the case
may be. The only lads as a class who should
rof in' the meantime report are those who
have passed through an apprenticeship in oue
or other of the skilled engineering trades,

id who are fully engaged on war work in
_;i?% shipyards or munition factories. Such
lads should remain at their work. Others,
who have passed through an apprenticeship
as above, but who are not fully engaged on
war work in the shipyards or munitien factor-
ies, may report to their recruiting office, and
request to be trade tested for posting as ar-
tificers:: There are vacancies for such lads in
the following corps:—Roydl Regiment of Ar-
tillery, Royal Engineers,Royal ‘Flying Corps,

Machine Gun Corps; heavy - section (tanks),

Army Service Corps, Army Ordnance Corps.

Stonehaven Journal 25 January 1917

- Mackie Aéuldemy‘, Stonshaven

TEACHERS REFUSED PERMI SSION
“TO ENLIST

A ‘?1llecbillg ol the overnors of the Mackio
Academy was held at Stonehaven last week,
when Rov. D. G. Barron presided.

The: Governors: had under consideration an
appl{i}aéion by My Alexander C. Knox and Mr
Johw C. Thouison,. the principal teachers of
English and Classies, for leave of abseuce in
order to enlist in the Army.  The Chairian
explained that the teachers bad expressed a
strong desire to’ enlist more than a year be-
fore, but had agreed to remain at their poste
on being urged to do so on account of the
already 'serious reduction in the staff of the
school.  The clerk read a letter, received from
Mvc J. M. Wattie, H.M.C.LS., in which he
stated that the principal teachers in the
school, including Mr Knox and Mr Thomssn,
wove indispensable, and could not be replaced
at that time. : .

The Clerk also pgfigrted that Mr Wattie had
informed him th@x a teacher in another sec-
ondary school for boys had insisted on enlist-
,ing without the sanction of the managers, and
that the Scotch Education Department had
thoreupon applied to the War' Office, who had
discharged him from the Army in order that
he might return to his work. The Governors.
while sympathising with the repeatedly exp-
pressed desire of the tgachers to serve in tho
Army at this time, jdécided that in view of
the attitude of the Department, who in this
matter represented. ‘the Government, they
could not give leave of absence, and the clerk
was J’né‘iructed to writg to the teachers to

this. effect.
Stonehaven Journal 17th February 1916

~ COUNTY OF KINCARDINE.
RECRUITING LOCAL TRIBUNAL.

i COUNTY COUNCIL OF TUHE COUNTY

OF KINCARDINEZ HEREBY GIVE NOTICE

thut (hey have pppointed « LOCAL TRIEUNAL FOR

THE WHOLE COUNTY. cxrclusive of the Biarghs

therein, wod that the Nune and Addvess of {2¢ Clerk

to the Tribunal are JOHN FALCONER, CorsTty
CLesE,'SIYONELAVEN.

NOTICE IS FURTEER GIVEN, that any persnn
whe wishes bo bring o cuse befurs the sid Tribunal
must send a Motice of the Claim to the said Clesk,
which notlee mny efther be dellvesed ator sent by post|
1o his Ofice. 3 T k

Forms of Nutier of Claim, ete., may be ohtrined on |
application fo the ssid Clerk. |

JOEN FALCONER, ,
Counly Clerk und Clerk to Tribunal. |
Stonchevern, Zth Noavember; 1915, |

Mearns Leader 10 December 1915

MILITARY SERVICE ACT MEN.

In the case of a man to whom the Military
Sorvice Act applies, application for renewal
must be made before or within two months
after the date on which the certificate ceases
to be in force. In the case of voluntarily at-
tested men the application for renewal may
be made before the date on which the certifi-
cate ceases to be in force, or not later than
seven days after individual notice has heen
sont to the man by the military authorities
calling him up from the reserve for service
with the colours.

It is open to a volunlarily attested man
covered by the list of certified occupat-
ions (or someone on his behalf) ot go or
to write to the recruiting officer and to claim
exemption on the ground that his principal
and usual occupation is a ‘‘certified occypat-
ion.” If the recruiting officer is satisfica ne
can issue forthwith to the man a card corres-
ponding to a certificate of exemption and mark
hiln as exempted in the army register without
any formal proceedings before the local Tri-
bunal. As a rule, therefore, such men need
not make application to the Local Tribunal
except in cases in which their claim for ex-
emptio? has been disputed by the recruiting
officer. . .

In connection with the above lists, it is
stated in certain “Notes on Administration”
that where a limitation of age is imposed it

new certificate of ‘ds 1

untii May 1, 1916, in England and Wales,
and May 31 in Scotland.

Objection and Exemption

applies as upon April 4, 1916, the date of the Stonehaven Journal
which the limitations did not come into force 4th May 1916
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¥illiam Murison,Esq ,
c

oy ek |
"0 Counr ek CWW/ 1yth July,1916
BILIGE
i, counhB BROEEN aoine
Dear Sir,

, > About the beginning of April you were good enough to
write me a letter with regard to the necessity for the services of my
cashier in carrying on the work of the Oounty Council end the other
public vappotntments held by me, The temporary eertificate of exemp-
:tion from military service granted By the cashier has now expired and
the County Council and I have mede a joint application for its renewal.
I lodged your letﬁer along with the appeal in the previous application
and I shell be mich obliged if you Will send me a signed duplicate to
ve produced along with the present appucaﬁon. I mey say that my
cashier has been medically examined and has been passed ‘for sedentary
( ) work only so that in any case he can never be a real soldier. Thanking

you in anticipation,

I am,

Yours faitnfully,

Letter from Kincardine County Clerk to the Aberdeen County Clerk
concerning the appeal of his cashier against military service, 14 July
1916

County Clerks Office
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Letter from John Stuart to the Aberdeen County Clerk requesting

his son to be returned from military service to his farm for work, 10
January 1916.
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Letter from Robert Armand to the Aberdeen County
Clerk regarding William Armand's appeal against military
service, October 1916
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=" The County Clerk,
County Buildings,
Averdeen.

(lfmfnigi of Aberieen.

G.MARTIN GRAY, LLB.
TOR.
LrsTRICT CLERN.

2 Do Srwctt %A«a//

16%h. October ... //y/v

TELEGRAMS GRAY, PETERNEAD!
TeLepHoNE Ne s,

'.De'ax" sir,
Deer District Local Recruiting Tribunal.

Your letter of 18th July last with accompanying correspondence
wes laid before mee%ings of the Tribunal held on 21st Juiy and 13th inst,

While deprecating that any countensnce should have been given to
ccmmunicat‘ions of such a character emanating from g}u’uapps:‘ently irres
sponsible source, the chairman and other r;nembsre of the Tribunal have
to bring the following facts before the special Committee, viz.,

1, The number of the cases dealt with as quoted in the War
Office Lette§ are entirely misleading and erroneous in this vespect,
that repeated applications for the same man, but perheps by different
employers, are included in the figures.

) 2. The work of the Tribunal has been carried out in accordance
with the Instructions to Trivunals issued at different times, and the
members of the Tribunals have all vecognised ;hat it was appointed to
hold the balance falrly betweeh the needs of the Army on the one hand,
and the needs of the countyy, so far as’ increased food production was
necessary, on the other hand.

3. With regard to the decisions of the Tribmal it may be
stated that no appeals were taken against any decision by the Military
Representative until on the a;:casion of a vigit made to the Tribunal

by two officers, on which occasion ten cases were eppealed, in nine of

County of Aberheen.
‘@;ﬁb &@wﬁmf %)ﬁ///&{. loe s,

G.MARTIN GRAY, LLB.
SoLiciTo
orsrricT cLank.

Jpa— 2 PpoeSlreett %a(/

recerHoKE Ne 6.

1680 October. . A
which the decisions of the Tribunal were upheld or = longer
)period of exemption granted.
4, The Tribunal are of opinion that the District as a whole

has given a large number of men to both the Army and FNavy, and for a
proper understanding as to how matters stand in the District, would
suggest that the WMilitary Authorities should get information on this
point. .

'5. The Tribunal have all along advocated the need for work:
ting ox'oft(;’which wex‘e» not sufficient to employ one man whole time,
slong with larger farms, but the Militaery Authorities app.a,rent’ly do
not aﬁpreciate the dift‘icl;\lty there is even in getting this done,

Further in regard to the constitution and general actings of the
Tribunal, I have been in‘structed. to say‘ that with all du;z respect the
Trivunal declines %o enter into a discussion in connecction therewith.

The Tribunal would direct the attention of the Special Committee
to the recent Instructions to Tribunals regarding the retention of
men on the land, which in the opinion of the Tribunsl,“supports the
views held by them in dealing with the various cases submitted to them.

Yours faithfully,

Clevk to Tr 1bunei/

Deer District Tribunal Dispute March - October 1917

It might have been expected that the members
of the Tribunal would have given a lead on the subject
of agricultural co-operation.

The farms in Deer District are mostly of small
acreaze, the average farm being from 30 to 50 acres in *
extent. While the Census Returns may show an excess in
about 20% of the holdings in the District, in many cases,
itwill be discovered that the partigular holding cannot
be worked if the man in question be taken a;uay. In view
of the fact that there are a great number of small holdings
of under 50 acres, it is most practicable that these small
farmers - should co-operate in assisting the cultivation of
neighbouring farms. The Tribunal appear to have failed to
encourage or indicate this line of action.

With rega.rd to the three members of military age
I am to remark tinat while it appears undesirable on general
principles that such members should adjudicate on the cases _
of other wen of military age, it has not been forbidden and
no objection has been pressed on solitary instances. It is
considered however extremely undesirable that no less than
three members of one Tribunal should be of this age. I am
to submit this point and also that of the uniform interest
of members and the unwieldy size of the Tribunal to you for
your consideration.

I am, &c.,
(sgd.) J. Barwick Thompson,

Captain.

for Director of Recruiting.

Any further communication should be addressed to:—

S.W.1.

TrE U POR St

and the following Number should be quoted i—
254785/1652.

Enclosure 1.

sir,

With reference to previous correspon-
_dence regarding the Deer District Local Tribunal,
I am directed by the Secretary for Scotland to
inform you that he communicated a copy of your
letter of lstﬁ March to the War Office,and has
received the accompanying reply upen which he
would be glad to be furnished with the observa-
_tions of the Special Committee of the County
Council.

1 am,

Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

The County Clerk,

erdeen.
e Ab

Objection and Exemption
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sir,
264’793_&5_-“3?_._

1 have receidved your letier of Litin insisnt regerding
the vepresentecien received by e Userecssy «or Seoviand from
the War Office in which exceptivn is loken to Yhe cousitliution
of the Deer District Tribunel en various grounds. ‘

Your lelier will be submitted o the special Commities
appuinted by ihe Couvnty Ccuncil te deel wiih sueh meiters, but
in the wesntime I hink it right to stste (1) that this is the
firest occosion thut sny compiaint hss bLeen mede to the Council

© regarding the consvitution of the Yribunsi; (2) that ithe Deer
Distrioct ig & lavge one and, therefore, the Tribunal is large so
as %0 admit of a fair representation of all paris of ithe srew and
to secuve & quorum for the meetings; {3) that it is an agricultural
district and, therefore, it is ineviteble that the agricultural
interest should be strongly represented; (4) that although the
Chairﬂuin» is U1 yeurs of age no une is more regular in his attend-
-ax;ee or tokes o more intelligenl interest in the business of the

o Tribunel, aithough it ig the case thal quite recently he was laid

'éside by illness for a short timeg and (5) that it is the case
that some of the mewbers of ihe wribunal are ol military age.

30 far as I am aware the business of the Tribunal has
been conducied in & satisfaclovy manner, and I have not seen any
sign of dissatisfactiion expressed by the military 1'epresem;.ative.
I am gquité certain, therefore, that the first point upon which

, the Special C\owai‘-‘,tee will desire to obiain information will be
as to the source of the complaint upon which the war Office
representation is founded. I have had a&n opportunity of cone
-sulting the Convener and Vice-Convener of the County who desire
me to say that they think it only reassconable that, if the con-
-stitution or action of a Tribunal is objected to, the Council,
.before proceeding to consider the complaint, should be put in
possession of the fullest information as to the party or parties
making the compleint and the grounds thereof, so that the
Committee may be able to deternine the weight which ought to be
given to the complaint.

I am,
8ir,

Your obedient servant,
County Clerk.

The Under-3ecretary for Scotland,
seottish (ffice,
wWhitehull,
30, 1,
L ON DO,

Deer District Tribunal Dispute March - October 1917

Objection and Exemption
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T T - RIERRRE R
ENZIE ‘& WILSON,
ADVODATES.

e 14 CrROWN STREET.
ABERDEEN.

PR

3. A Wson

£
EPHONE No. 1158,

9th Febry., 1916.

Lounty Clerks Ori
! 1) FEB 1918
‘ TE

Wm. Murison, Esd.,
County Clerk.

Dear Sir,

West Aberd hire Recutiting. - Huntly District

In view of the Meeting of the County Council convened
for Friday for the purpose of appointing Tribunals for the
disposal of cases under the Military Service Act, I am sending
you herewith -

(1) Copy of a letter from Captain Medhurst, Locel Military
Representative, and Mr, H. E, Spénce, Chairmen of the
Advisory Committee, to the Recruiting Officer.

(2) Copy of Letter to Lord Derby, and

(3) Particulars of 2 cases referred to in their communications.

Apparently there is e strong feeling in Buntly that the
present Tribunal is somewhat prejudiced in favour of the Agricultur
sal interests, and that the Military interest is as a conéequence
Letter from G. A. Wilson, Advocate,
concerning the alleged prejudice of the
Huntly District Military Service Tribunal in
v favour of agricultural interests, 9 February

e 1916

suffering.

.. ®

gese 1 S case 2.

AL witehie, Lo ér&nt,
Farner, Filorens - CGalrney, hHv Huntly. Farwmer, Rivestone, Cairney, By Huntly.
heked exemption for a son : wnether son o” 19 wnd a hifred mon of 19 Acked exenmption Tor a son, chie”ly occupled in milkine cows.
are employed, hoth unatic , in addition to himsei? who is quite
i weres nreble, with no epecisl featurc. The Advisory Committee consiidered t-at the farm was over-staffed and
N that a woman should be engaged to nilk cows, 80 &s to set this farmer's

The #4yivory Committee considered that the farm could be worked with son at liberty to join the Army.

The acreage of the farm is 174 acres arable ~ Z6/40 cows kept.

The Parmer is able to work and he has cn the farm also two sons and

two hired men, all except one beinsg of military age, besides a daushter,
daurhter-in-law, domestic servant and the wife of a hired nan, all
1livine on the farm.

one man lese and in any caese that three vounr nmen of mil'tary age
ehould nct be ensared thers. They dec’ded that one of *hem should
enlist end suerested that a man or boy rhould he employed inztead,
if necessary.

The son, beins the o:ly one sattested, was 'nerefore refused the
application that he chould te treated as a starred maen.

’ Decision.

) The Local Tribunal decided that they unanimously reccrnended that the
Decis’s applicent should be dealt with as though he had heen starred ®n the ground
— that he is indispensable %o the carryine on of the dairy as a business
“ne Local Tribunal recommend that the applicant be dealt with as thourh cf essential domestic iwmportence. .
he had been starred on the ground that in their opinicn he is It was admitted by applicant that no attempt had been made %o renlace
indispensable to his employer - because 7Tirst he attends tc the the son.

working of an cil engine and machinery ant eecond that he is his
ezplover's chief plourhman.

Comment.

The ¢il enrine was not mentioned to the Advisory Cemmittee but they
do not ¢ sider this makes the claim For exemppion any stronger.

Particulars of 2 claims for exemption from military service in Huntly District, with the decision of the Tribunal and comments of
the Military Advisors relating to these, January 1916

Objection and Exemption
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HUNTLY,.
28th. January, 1£15. '
{(‘apt. Llsnmie,
Recruitine Officer,
ABLRDETE N.
Dear Lir, )

On behalf of the Huntly Advisory sub-commlttee of wiich we
are resrectively the Hilitary represenfativa end Chairman, we beg to
lay before you the followine facts snd ask you to forward this
communication to the proper quarter so that we may receelve at the
earliést possible moment « ruling in connefction with the following matter.

Ve have recently had beTore us seversl claims for exenpl ion
by workers connected with the farming industry end after civing theee
claims our pare'"ul consideration we unanimously decided in somc cases
that the evidence adduced 4id not’ "mstif‘y the exemption of these men
from wiliterry service.

In the two cases submlitted, the local tribunal has reversed
our decision, entirely disregarding arpuments of +the military
representative. '

Ve wish to iwmpute bims 'o no man but we desire to call
attention to Lhe' fact r..hat, the Local Tribunal is composed excluaivelw
of men interested in or connected with the Ffarming industry - arainst
this the a’‘visory committee has a8 Ats uembere & nanufacturer,

2 solicitor, two ‘armers and a veterinary surpeon thorouskly acauninted

with/

Huntly,
28th, Januory, 181

Copte Figmie (contd)

with.the district, thus dcsirnedly formines as unprejudiced a
committee a2 could be arranged. .

Cur instructions urse upon us to bear in nind in every case
the necessity of securing men for the Forces except where the mewn in
guestion zre enrared in work of National importance.

Te nave endesvoured to de this in every case devoting nuch time
to careful investigation of circumstences and personally interviewing
the men and we hes to submit that unless we can be assured of the same
impa;rtiali.ty and care onthe part of the Local Tr bunal in their
consideration of our decirions, our work is nullified,

Ve thevefcre ask the favour ¢ an early rulir“w with regard to
the cases In auestion as the members of our commithee‘are agreed on
the uselessness of devoting sc much time and attention to this work
in connection with agricultural cases, so long as there is such an
apparent divergence of "opinion between the Advisory Committee and
the Local Tribunal as *o the poiunt where a man ceases tc be
indispensable inhis civil emplovment.

e are calline attention to these points at once in accorance

‘WMM/D/{’: @,{»
6 (22

ég Goa g 2es St

with (proceedure) paragraph 7.

Letter from the Military Advisors for Huntly District to the Aberdeenshire Area Recruiting Officer
regarding an alleged bias of the Huntly District Military Service Tribunal, 28 January 1916

s Lord,
RECHUITING .
We herewith enclose for Your lordshin'e consideration
(1) Cory of letter forwarded to Captain Elemie.
(2) Farticvlars of two claims by Agricultural Labourers *

to be treated as "starred” men, uron which the ruling

of the !iilitary Fepresentative has not been vpheld

by the Local Mistriect “ribunal.
“he decision in these cases will have considerable weight not only
in this district but in siwmilar apricultural constituencies and an
carly judement is respectfully requected to enable us to pr;oceEd

with our dutdes, otherwise

ceruiting will be ereatly hanpered
thereby.

We are,

Your Lordship's obedient servants,

A MeSTlicot-

Letter from the Military Advisors for the Huntly District to
Lord Derby requesting judgement from him on the situation
regarding the alleged bias of the Huntly District Military
Service Tribunal, January 1916

Objection and Exemption
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William Murison, Esq.,
County -Clerk,
County Buildings,
ABERDEEN,.

Dear Sir,

HunTLy DiSTRICT COMMITTEE.

Local Tribunal.

I refer to your letter to me of 19th. curt: with
relative enclosures, all of which I communicated to Mr. Wilson. Bn:
iclosed is his reply.

My assistant hag all along attended to the work of
the Local Tribunal, and it was he who was present at the meeting re:
‘:ferred to. He states that certainly at 12.30 p.m. a quorum had not
assembled, Mr. Wilson being actually the only member present. He
(Mr. Wilson) waited for a few minutes and, as still no other member
put in an appearance, he proceeded to leave the Council Chamber where
the meetings are held. He met Mr. Duff, another member, just in the
door of the room and returned with him, stating that as Mr.Sellar, Mr
Anderson and Mr. Davidson, all members of the Local Tribunal, were in
the South, he thought, unless more than a bare quorum could be got,
no meeting should be held, as he was of opinion that three was not
a sufficient number to adjudicate on the cases down for decision;

and gave utterance to the expression "that he would not sit as one

—o—

ity

HuntLy DisTRicT COMMITTEE.

27th. February  —7Z47. .

and aimost immediately (say 12.37) Mr. Milne, the chairman, turned
up. Mr. Wilson repeated his previously expressed view that he would
not sit with three only. Mr. Milne and Mr. Duff both reminded Mr.
Wilson that three was a quorum and Pointed out to him the loss of tin
and inconvenience to which applicants would be put if they were askec
to attend another meeting. He, however, adhered to hig opinion, and

it was then suggested that an effort might be made to secure the

N

services of Mr .Robert Allan, the only other member of the Tribunal
in Huntly that day. Nr. Wilson stated that if he (Mr. Allan) could
be found, he was quite willing to proceed with the business. The
Military Representative accordingly went in search of Mr. Allan, but
returned in about ten minutes and reported that he had failed to
find him. Mr. Wilson then left the building'and the applicants, of
whom there were over twenty present, were informed by Mr.Milne that a
Mr. Wilson had refused to act, the meeting would have to be adjourned
The cases, it may be gtated, were entirely agricultural. So far, fox
what actually happened regarding the failure to constitute the Tri:

‘bunal on the date in question. As the matter is evidently of im:

of three." The Military Representative had arrived in the interval
' :portance/
and/ W
/ i
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:portance, I have thought it right to go into the incident in detail.
With regard to Major Reynold's letter of date 23rd.
ulto: I am afraid he must have been miginformed regarding his first
point. lr. Wilson never acted in this way on any previous occasion.
As to the statement that Mr. Wilson spent "from an hour fo an hour
and a helf on the Sguare" after having declined to act, I cannot,
of course, speak, as I have no knowledge. I can affirm, however,
that Mr. Wilson is not the type of man to spend anything like that
time on the Square of Huntly without cause.
And lastly, I do not think it can seriously be said
that Mr. Wilson has “"continually acted against military interestd.
No doubt,he hag, from time to time, strongly protested in a general
way against depleting agricultural labour in view of the Government's
recommendation as to increased food production, but in this he was
not alone, and his views in this respect did not prevent him from
Judging each individual case on its merits. To assert that he has

"continually/ -

(page 3)
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"continually acted against military interests" is, to say the least
of it, an exaggeration.
Yours faithfully,

A0

Clerk.

P.8. I may say that I have submitted this letter to Mr. Milne, Nr.

Duff and my assistant, and they all approve of its terms.

AU
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Letter from Huntly District Committee to the Aberdeen County Clerk regarding the dispute over the alleged bias of the

Huntly District Military Service Tribunal, 27 February 1917

Objection and Exemption
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Letter from William Wilson of the Huntly District Military Service Tribunal to M. Math of the Huntly District
Committee regarding the dispute over the alleged bias of the Tribunal, 26 February 1917

Objection and Exemption




