Paper Treasure! Retrieving the Past!

Local Heritage Resources in Aberdeenshire
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Curriculum for Excellence: Social Studies

+| can use primary and secondary sources selectively to research
events in the past (SOC 3-01a)

« | can Interpret historical evidence from a range of periods to help
to build a picture of Scotland’s heritage and my sense of
chronology (SOC 2-02a)

« | can Investigate a Scottish historical theme to discover how past
events or the actions of individuals or groups have shaped Scottish
soclety (SOC 2-03a)
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Heritage Education Resource Group

* Formed in 2009 by Archives, Local Studies Library,
Registrars & Arts Development Team

*Aim of raising awareness of local heritage resources in
Aberdeenshire

« CPD Day — run twice with plans to run more in 2012

r.ﬁ,jﬁ[ﬂe http:/Mww.nefa.net/nefajnr
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Keep Calm and
Carry On

Local Heritage
Resources for World

War 2
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How can your local
Registrar help?

Digital Access to all Scottish registered events
from 1855 to more or less the present day,

Digital Access to Old Parish Records,
Digital Access to Census Records,

Access to Burial Ground records (some offices
only),

Experienced and helpful staff.
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Search for an Ancestor

National Records of Scotland

Prassreng ithe powt -~ Beonrading ihe prossnl — loferming i fomre

Registration Office Version

DEATH - Search Results for 1942

Senrclung for sged = 0 - V6. All records for this year where ape i& nol recoedad i the mdex will alu
bhe retrned,

Seurch retaroed m D cecood.
Your scarch foumd 3 reconds.

Cenmys Search | Birth Search |
Search | Di

Tao view the record - click on the appropriste Surname.

Dreath Scarch | Mamiase Scarch
| QER Scerch | Home Paps | Help

Civil Partnership

(Croms chinck on Female Oeaths using bvo sumames soreen

Malher's | .
anlhaled Heg | E’I'll"}" egivtration
%umlm: Fi Ax [oiaiden Venr :RDNIIIIS'IIH'I: e I“I}iﬂrirl Mame rimt?
”LEI'H.‘LI e 1942 1378 T |g.=u t".‘u
£ MARY T 1902 |2 33,00 i Ipimslign I.T‘:n
EITCH 5:??5‘-&4 | 15442 l.‘lEi.'H e  [Lesth an
Vour stwch fnmd Svecomde. B
| Soarch Provious Yoar ]|
{___Bearch Folowing Year ]
[ Rt 30 Dl Sharch stroen ||
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Register entry for Mary Leitch
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Mrs Smith’s Family Tree

F3rand-

M :11/3/1859 narents
Daniel Leitch John Dunsmore Rfef: 'ITUI’;E:I' Elizabeth Cra; Tames Wilson Marw Tardi
Mary Leggat Helen Miller - HEan tzabeth Lratg ary Jardine
Seaman Tron Miner b. Ireland Agricultural
Labourer Labourer
{ Grand- w
| M sssr1882 | | parents | nt2s2/1882 |
Dame]leE:ltch Helen Dunsmore Jﬁﬁ;ﬁg Mary Wilson
: b. 8.8.1861 : b. 15.07.1858
d. 3/9/24 d. 13.4.1902 d. 3/5/1929 41002
Poulterer T Carter .
4 : ™ e ™
Alexander Wylie .
Leitch 7 —[ M}?mfd }— Lilias Gillespie Turner
b. 12.6.1894 L or Donnelly
d. 23.3.1930 b. 24.6.1894 [ y |
| Carter . d. 5.6.1980
| FE]ﬂ'lEI' | R [ Mo thEI' / \
Mary Leitch Benad Deaelly
ar}r s 28 Decarnber 191
b. 4.12.1930
l d. 29.01.1942 Aberdeenshire
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Off to the Local Studies Library
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Women and Chlldreni
|K|iled by  Raider |

- ~ Eleven Deaths i in’ i
N Town

| Eleven p-ersans—a]l wmmm and children
' —were killed:” *.\thh 4: Eerman. piame i
‘dropped bombs on a North-Eas Scottish
coastal burgh on Iﬂ:l.ursdgy mgh‘t, Seven
“others were m;lured '
* The raider first circled the town beiare
'dropping ‘his  bombs; Two dwelling houses
" were completely demolished. -

Th F- t C It Resme'wurk'ers and first aid workers
e I rS as ua y — | were rushed Ir::-m. ‘neighbouring fowns and
‘the  work of Testue, among the rdined
bm.ll:lmgs canunuéd thmughnut the might.
" The ARP. peﬁnnnel ‘had great difficul-
ties to u?ernnme. hut the:.r toiled grimly in’
News a er Re Orts ~order to try to ﬂave ;any whn nught have
p p p | been trapped in the Wreckazf 4

5 " The “names of the dead are:—Mrs

\-Chalmers ‘and her.-daughter I'anma H:s",j
i Noble and .her ‘children - Geurge William,
.and’ Flurence and an evacuee child; Mrs'|
,;Gu.rm and’ James Gunn; Miss Bruce ‘and }
| .'MISS ‘Dorothy: I}uncan e i 5
When the ‘raider aiterwards appruached. ;
annther town it was: met by wvery heavy
“antiaireraft” fire é.ur.'i no iurther incident:|
tuuk place : x
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Thanks for the Memory — Oral History

Accounts

We had to take people from other
places in, evacuees. Ours were
mostly from Glasgow, there were
some mothers with their children
and some children on their own.
You had to have them if you had
any sparerooms in yourhouse. They
just went to school along with us.
They came off the bus with their gas
masks over their shoulders, their
baggiesintheirhands and theirname
on a placard on their back. They
were taken up to school and sorted
out there.
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Thanks for the Memory — Oral History
Accounts

There was evacuees came up to
Rosehearty at the time of the war,
came to the country as well, they
went to Peathill School from the
country. Came up and were sup-
posed to be safe from the raids here
but there was alassie that was evacu-
ated was killed here in the raids.
The planes were across here con-
tinually.
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Thanks for the Memory — Oral History
Accounts

The night that Rosehearty was hit they were not allowed to fire in case they
brought the plane down over the town, they were told to hold their fire. It
was a terrible night of snow, the snow was mountains high. Doctor Webster
was the first one to get through from Fraserburgh to try to help the injured.
There was no Injured, everyone was killed. They were all taken up into the
school, that was the only day that they were off the school. The bodies
were taken down into the Masonic Lodge after that. We had to leave our
house because they thought there was an unexploded bomb at the other
side of the street but it was a big stone that had been thrown there by the
blast. The house that got the hit was completely shattered, nothing left of it.
It was terrible. There were three bombs dropped, some in the sea. The
Germans said they had sunk the boats in the harbour but it was only little
wee boats that was in the harbour. Lord Haw Haw used to speak on the
wireless and the night that Rosehearty was bombed he said that they had
bombed a village and had sunk all the boats in the har-bour, really it was
just little yawls they had sunk.
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Thanks for the Memory — Oral History
Accounts

* “Lord Haw Haw used to speak on the
wireless and the night that Rosehearty
was bombed he said that they had
bombed a village and had sunk all the
boats in the har-bour, really it was just
little yawls they had sunk.”
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A Dig in the Archives

* Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire
Archives holds archive collections
covering the North East of Scotland

* These mostly relate to the local
authorities that have operated in the
area, but does also include some
records from external sources, e.g.
families and businesses
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A Dig in the Archives

* Highlights of the collections include
records of

— schools,
— Victorian poor relief,
— 19 burghs In Aberdeenshire, and

— civil defence in Aberdeen County during
World War 2
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Aberdeen County Register of Civilian
Deaths, entry for Mary Leitch




The Best Days of our lives? School
Log Books

The arrival of evacuees at
Rosehearty School,
August to September
1939

Air-raid warnings at
Peathill School,
November 1940
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The Best Days of our lives? School
Log Books

Gas-mask checks at
Peathill School, June
1941

Fixing the Harvest break

In the Rosehearty School
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Just a minute...Council Minutes

A motion
about
upgrading the
air-raid
warning
system In
Rosehearty, 4
March 1941
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Other sources

* Glasgow City Archives — School Log
Books for Saracen School, Quarrybrae
School and Dundas Vale School

* Glasgow City Council Website re
Evacuation -

http://www.glasgow.gov.uk/en/Resident
s/Libraries/Collections/Blitz/Evacuation/
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ilary's Tragedy

&

Moliina Mewlandd came into our ¢las and aiked us a
wery unexpecied question. She asked us i we would
irvestigme n voung girl whe 1lved in Rosehearty dusing
Waorld War Twa, The garl was called “Poor Mary™ and
Miss Mewdand™s friemd wanted 1o find what happened 10
her, We srewered with 5 definise yes.

Mary wans evacuated from Glesgow, 41 Appleby
Street om Hamikon Hill, o Rosehearty dering World
Wae Twis,

Al six forty pm, oo Tharsday the twenty-ainth of
January 1942, five Mighly explosive bombs were dropped
om Roschearty, The harbour wall and two fishing boats
were damaged. More importantly, one of the bombs hit
24727 Psligo Street. Mary wis playing there with the
Mobde childsen, Her death was iegaFlensd on e thay-
first of January, 19462,

Asother ien people died that night. Dosotky
Duncan, foarteen, went o soe her friend Peggy Noble.
Dorothy was killed and Peggy was seriously knjured.
Pegpy staved with her aunt, Mo Chalmess, who Bad &
four yoar old daughter who was killed. She also had a
baby, whio was rescued unhssmed, from & boenhed boerse.

How the story was used
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Where can you find more?

Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire Archives Local Studies Department
Old Aberdeen House Aberdeenshire Libraries
Dunbar Street Meldrum Meg Way
Aberdeen The Meadows Industrial Estate
AR24 3UJ Oldmeldrum
T. 01224 481775 ABST DGN
] . . T. 01651 871219
E: archives@aberdeencity.gov. uk E: local.studies@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
W, www . aberdeencity.gov.uk/archives
Aberdeenshire Council Registrars - Huntly
25 Gordon Street This presentation will be available
Huntly at the NEFA Junior website

AB54 8AN
T. 01466 794488
E: huntly.registrar@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

http://www.nefa.net/nefajnr
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Any questions?
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Who was this Man?
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